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The Newsletter of Cox Metalworks and Superior Tray Systems

20 YEAR ANNIVERSARY:
Taking a look back at our 
company’s history.
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHT:
Unusual plant layout poses no 
challenge.
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IEEE TRADESHOW 2016
Visit us at our booth in Dallas 
on May 3 to 5.
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SUPERIOR TRAY SYSTEMS: 

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF INNOVATION

We are really excited to celebrate 
our 20th anniversary this year.  
We would like to thank our 
customers, representatives and 
suppliers for all of the support 
you have shown us throughout 
the last two decades. 2016 is 
forecasted to be a tough one, 
globally, but we are committed 
to working together with you to 
continue creating innovative and 
cost-effective solutions for your 
electrical distribution challenges. 

Superior Tray Systems Inc. (STS) was 
established in 1996 and specializes 
in manufacturing CSA certified, UL 
listed cable bus and cable tray.  

Located in Surrey, British 
Columbia, Superior Tray Systems 
was first established as a custom 
metalworking and machining 
shop.  We expanded into the power 
distribution market in 2004 with 
the launch of our Superior Bus 
product line.  Throughout the years 
our products and services have 
expanded, but our core value of 
producing quality products through 
innovation has remained the same.  

In 2007, we supplied 19km of 
maintenance integrated walkways 
for the Canada Line rapid transit 

system in Vancouver, BC.  This 
innovative concept combines a high 
traction aluminum decking with 
an enclosure for electrical cables, 
which reduces material costs and 
greatly saves on installation labour. 
We later received a patent for this 
time and cost saving design.

Over the years, we have invested 
heavily in automation to achieve 
one of the fastest delivery times of
cable bus in the market.  

“Automation reduces production 
time, while maintaining our high 
quality”, said Martin Cox, lead 
designer and president.  In 2010, 
we acquired an LVD Omega 1500 
Fabricating center.  

...continued page 2
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...continued from page 1.
The self-loading 30 metric ton press 
is equipped with a 40 station turret 
and 6 auto-indexes.  Punching 
capacity was doubled from 1/4” 
to 1/2” aluminum plate, giving 
customers an increased range of 
product offerings.

In 2012, a large bed CNC router with 
8 station tool changer was installed 
to achieve more efficient material 
usage and improve production 
speed.  This expansion further 
reduced an already short lead time 
for Superior Bus products, and 
allowed material usage savings to 
be passed on to clients.

The in-house design and 
construction of a cable tray 
welding cell was well underway 
by 2014.  The automation project 
was completed fully in-house, and 
allowed for high repeatability and 
rapid throughput of ladder tray. 
 
Most recently in 2015, we released 
our fully automated drawing 
packages for Superior Bus.  Software 
routines were written to convert a 
rough sketch into a full 3D drawing 
package ready for production.  What 
was typically a 2-day turnaround is 
now achievable in the space of 1 
hour.  Our designers are now free 
to more quickly answer customer 
inquiries and provide an even 
higher level of customer service.

We are proud to be in business for 
20 years.  In the decades to come, 
we plan to continue exceeding 
clients’ expectations.

FLYER-RIVERHURST PROJECT

At Superior Tray, we pride ourselves 
on delivering exactly what a client 
needs for their cable bus system. 

For the Flyer-Riverhust project, we 
adapted to an unusual plant layout 
by giving our client options and the 
flexibility to modify the pieces to 
suit changes in the requirements, all 
in a short time frame. Our drawing 
package and installation manual 
allowed the installation to proceed 
quickly and smoothly. 

It was a pleasure to work with Flyer 
Electric on this project and we 
hope to work with them again in 
the future.

20 YEARS

Flyer Riverhurst Project
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Spring is a great time to consider 
cleaning out the house or office 
and starting fresh as the days get 
warmer and the tulips start to rise 
out of their beds.  If you haven’t 
done a thorough clean in a while, 
though, it can be quite intimidating.  
Here are some tips for your spring 
cleaning journey: 

Just get started: There are some 
tasks that will take 5 minutes or 
less.  If one comes to mind, just do 
it.  Make a list of what you would 
like to achieve and set aside 30 
minutes each day for your goals. 

Divide your space into sections: 
Think like a general and start 
sectioning the space you want to 
clean into sections.  This will make 
a large task into a series of much 
smaller tasks. 

Four Bin rule: Mark three bins/
bags/containers with “garbage”, 
“recycling” or “donation”.  Your 
fourth bin is to “keep”.  This bin 

Our agents and dealers form an ever 
expanding distribution network to 
service our valued customers in all 
areas of Canada and the USA.  

We would like to welcome 
our newest dealer in Southern 
California: Tom Rettenmaier and 
his team from T-Reps to the STS 
team.   

Tom can be reached at:
Email: tom.rettenmaier@treps.org 
Tel: +1.805.778.0080. 

WELCOMING NEW AGENTS

CONNECT WITH US!

Find out more about STS by following us on 
LinkedIn and Twitter.  We post updates regularly 
through social media, keep in touch!

SPRING CLEANING TIPS

may be in the form of a closet, 
filing cabinet or storage room. 

One-touch rule: Once you have 
touched something, you need to 
make a decision.  Does it go into 
“garbage”, “recycling”, “donation” 
or “keep”?  Once you let it go, it 
must be in one of these bins.  There 
is no “I’ll think about it later” bin.

Consult others: If the items you 
are thinking of discarding belong 
to others, talk to them first.  They 
may not notice you’ve thrown 
something of theirs away, but if 
they do, you might find yourself in 
hot water. 

Be ruthless: If you haven’t used it 
in 6 months, and you’re keeping it 
“just in case”, you’ll probably never 
use it.  If you keep it, you might 
buy another one anyway because 
you’ve forgotten that you have it. 

Most people dislike cleaning – it 
takes time, it’s annoying and there 
are many other things you can do 
if you have a spare moment.  If you 
use these tips, though, it’ll make 
your cleaning efforts an effective 
and efficient use of your time.  

Good luck!

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/superior-tray-inc
https://twitter.com/superiortray
https://www.linkedin.com/company/superior-tray-inc
https://twitter.com/superiortray
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Cox Metalworks Inc.
#12 13025 84th Avenue,
Surrey, BC V3W 1B3
604.572.4419
www.coxmetalworks.com

Superior Tray Systems Inc.
#12 13025 84th Avenue,
Surrey, BC V3W 1B3
604.572.4419
www.superiortray.com

WE’LL BE AT THE IEEE CONFERENCE 2016!

We are excited to be back at the 
IEEE PES T&D Conference and 
Exposition in Dallas, Texas from 
May 3rd to May 5th. We are looking 
forward to seeing old friends and 
making new ones at the event. 

If you’re thinking of coming, but 
haven’t yet bought your ticket, 
please use our promo code 11657 to 
register online for 50% off the one-
day exhibit hall-only registration. 

Come talk to Superior Tray Systems 
in booth #5030, we hope to see 
you there! 


